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these points, I hope to put together, in one article, the results of all 
my researches in this direction. I shall be glad to receive sug- 
gestions or bits of information from any source. 

The scale on which the financial operations of the Phonetic Section 
have been conducted may be seen from this report : — 
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Prof. Bell then read a paper on 

1. The Sounds of R. 

The discussion of this paper was opened by Prof. Samuel 
Porter, of the National Deaf-Mute College of Washington : — 

The vowelized r may be very common in the South of England, 
but it cannot be regarded as the standard type in America. I pro- 
nounce in all cases, before a consonant as well as elsewhere, a 
distinct consonant r, which I form just above the upper teeth. It 
may be urged that the adoption of the South English pronunciation 
would increase our stock of available rimes ; we should, for instance, 
be able to rime ' saw ' and ' bore,' as was done in a book for children 
that I saw recently. But, seriously speaking, is it not our duty to 
oppose the spread of this slovenly style of pronouncing ? The vowel- 
ized r is the result of indolence and effeminacy ; its use gives the 
impression of lazy and careless habits on the part of the speaker. A 
strong, energetic, and manly race should preserve the consonant r 
that gives character to its speech. 

Prof. Bell said, in reply, that he could not agree with Prof. Porter 
in treating matters of pronunciation as moral questions. He could 
not see, moreover, that Prof. Porter's pronunciation of r differed 
essentially from his own. Many persons, he said, thought they sound- 
ed a consonant r, when in reality they used only a glide. 

Prof. E. S. Sheldon (Harvard University), made the follow- 
ing remarks : — 

In mentioning some features of my own pronunciation I wish to be 
understood, not as giving examples of standard English, but merely 
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as calling attention to certain peculiarities of my native Maine dialect. 
Throughout a large part of our country r has its full sound before 
another consonant ; with me this is not the case : r in this portion is 
sometimes silent, but usually pronounced as a vowel glide. Such 
words as ' glory,' ' story,' I glbri, stori, without a glide ; but in words 
like ' door,' 'more,' and their derivatives I have 03, as dtz, tn33,flo3- 
riz. Similarly 'Mary,' 'vary' are with me tni-ri, vi-ri, not matri, 
vcesri; I use the glide in words where the r-sound is final and in 
derivatives of such words not before every intervocalic r. An ex- 
ception to this rule is 'fairy,' which I pronounce faari. 

The laryngal trilled r, which our President mentions, I believe, 
only as a possibility, I have heard in actual use. It occurred in sing- 
ing. The r had no separate place in the word, but the laryngal trill 
pervaded the contiguous vowels. Another combination of vowel and 
r is heard in the common pronunciation prti for ' pretty,' the r being 
really, in this case a coronal i. 

Prof. Bell expressed the opinion that the cases in which Prof. 
Sheldon's pronunciation differed from his were survivals of old Eng- 
lish dialect distinctions. 

Prof. A. F. Chamberlain (Toronto) said : 

In my native dialect I have the consonant r before another conso- 
nant. During my residence in Worcester, Mass., I unconsciously 
formed a habit of dropping this r in many words, so that, since my 
return to Canada my pronunciation has excited much comment on 
the part of my friends. ' Fairy,' ' parent ' are with me fi-ri, pd-rgnt; 
but ' Mary,' ' vary ' are mesri, veiri. An Indian dialect that I have 
been studying recently has no consonant r, and English words with 
final r are pronounced by these Indians just as New Englanders pro- 
nounce them ; ' fire,' for instance, they pronounce /ait. 

Mr. J. D. Bruner (Johns Hopkins) mentioned some features of his 
pronunciation ; among others, his close o in ' glory ' and ' gory.' 

Dr. J. W. Bright (Johns Hopkins) asked whether he was right in 
understanding that Prof. Bell regarded the trilled r as the only one 
that could have a syllabic value. He proceeded to mention the con- 
ception of a spoken word as a given space, which conception, he 
said, was helpful in explaining certain phonetic assimilations and 
compensations. 

Prof. Bell replied that the vocalized r often had a syllabic effect. 

Prof. A. M. Elliott (Johns Hopkins) said that in his native Phila- 
delphia dialect r was always pronounced as a consonant, and was 
strengthened rather than weakened before another consonant. 
' Word ' and ' glory ' were, with him, w'erd and glori, without any 
glide. 
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Mr. C. H. Grandgent (Boston) called attention to a type of er (as 
in 'bird,' ' word ') in which the e and the rare formed simultaneously, 
the tip of the tongue being raised to the r position as soon as the e is 
begun. He had reason to believe that this was the usual pronun- 
ciation of er in Pennsylvania and the West, and he thought that ar 
and 3r were sometimes formed in a similar way. 

Prof. Karsten being unavoidably absent, his paper was 
omitted ; and Prof. Thomas Logie, of Williams College, read 
a paper on 

2. The Phonology of the Patois of Cachy. 

The debate was opened by Dr. J. E. Matzke, of Johns Hop- 
kins: — 

It is impossible to speak too highly of the importance of dialect 
study as throwing light on the successive steps of the development of 
a language. The history of Parisian French, for instance, presents 
many difficult problems, some of which can, doubtless, be solved by 
an attentive examination of the dialect of Cachy and neighboring 
places. Hence, such papers as the present one are useful in the 
highest degree. I shall now speak of a few points in which I disagree 
with Dr. Logie. I cannot believe, as he seems to, that the great 
variety of modern French dialects proves the existence of a corre- 
sponding variety in Old French and Vulgar Latin. This supposition 
is contrary to the views of Gaston Paris and Paul Meyer, and 
seems to me to be entirely without foundation. Moreover, I do not 
approve of the old-fashioned division of a language into so many fixed 
dialects : the only really scientific method is, I think, the construction 
of maps for each linguistic phenomenon, as is done by Suchier in 
Grober's 'Grundriss.' The confusion between an and en probably 
never existed in Picard ; the first traces of it in French are found in 
the 'Chanson de Roland.' The change of u, of eu is not a "diph- 
thongization," as Dr. Logie called it, but a simple lowering of a 
rounded front vowel. When Dr. Logie speaks, further on, of "draw- 
ing back the upper teeth," he must have forgotten, for the moment, 
the construction of the human head : what we have is merely a 
change from a labio-dental to a purely labial sound. As for the / 
mouillie, perhaps it lost its palatal quality in Picard in the thirteenth 
century ; it is impossible to tell from the spellings. 

Prof. A. M. Elliott said: — 

Consonantal assimilation, such as Dr. Logie mentions, is a very 
common thing in French. As an example of the pronunciation of en 
as in we may cite the form Dint-du-Midi, which is often heard near 
Lake Geneva. The forms from -ellu suggest an interesting question : 
has the modern development of -ellu passed over into Normandy, 



